
 

 

Presenter Biography Booklet 

 

 

We acknowledge the Tasmanian Aboriginal People as the traditional Custodians of 

Lutruwita. We pay our respects to Elders past and present. As language educators, we 

recognise the richness and diversity of Australia's First Languages and the role they play in 

sustaining culture, knowledge and identity.  

 



Keynote Speaker and Workshop Presenter 

Andrea Truckenbrodt - University of Melbourne 

 

Keynote: Symphony of Stories: using picture story books at all levels 

in Languages Education 

Workshop: From talk to text: building students’ self-efficacy around writing in 

Languages Education 

Presenter Biography 
I am a former teacher of German, English and EAL and have taught German at all levels. I 

work in the Faculty of Education at the University of Melbourne, helping to prepare the next 

generation of Languages teachers. My research interests focus on Languages and literacy, 

particularly the use of authentic texts like picture story books, Content and Language 

Integrated Learning (CLIL) and issues affecting quality Languages Education.  

Session Overview 
Students typically find writing in a new language challenging for many reasons. Technology 

(Google translate, ChatGPT) provides short-term solutions. However, building students’ 

self-efficacy and capacity to express ideas and information in writing using their full 

linguistic repertoire and literacy knowledge, is arguably a more rewarding and sustainable 

approach. In this session, I will share research perspectives (e.g. Graham, 2022) and 

practical suggestions on how we can build and support students’ self-efficacy around 

writing a traditional tale. I will model a possible scaffolding process for creating a piece of 

narrative text based on the Teaching and Learning Cycle (Derewianka & Jones, 2022), 

frequently used for English (L1) and EAL literacy teaching. Teachers will leave this session 

with a possible planning template, an exemplar that they can trial and some strategies for 

leveraging students’ English literacy skills and plurilingual knowledge when creating and 

crafting a text in the additional language. 

Target Audience: All year levels 



Plenary Speaker and Workshop Presenter 

Alison von Dietze - ACARA  

 

Plenary: The Duet of Languages and Literacy 

Presenter Biography 
As the Languages and EAL/D Curriculum Specialist on the ACARA Curriculum Team, Alison 

von Dietze possesses extensive expertise in the Version 9.0 Australian Curriculum. She 

played a pivotal role in collaborating with teacher teams nationwide, state-level language 

expert representatives, and the ACARA Language team to refine the Language curricula. 

With a wealth of EALD and Japanese teaching experience spanning primary, secondary, and 

tertiary education both nationally and internationally, Alison is passionate about working 

with practising teachers to ensure that teachers are able to connect the curriculum to their 

real-life teaching contexts.  

Overview of Plenary Address 
With the current focus on the important skills of Literacy and Numeracy, there is a danger 

of a diminishing focus on Languages. Yet, reducing Languages programs overlooks a key 

point: learning a second language strengthens the very foundational skills schools are 

striving to improve. This presentation highlights how teachers can enhance their use of the 

curriculum by recognising the existing connections between literacy and language learning 

that are already embedded in everyday teaching practice. The session aims to equip 

educators and leaders with clear, evidence-based arguments to advocate for Languages as 

an essential part of a strong foundation for learning—not an optional extra.  

Workshop: Alison von Dietze and Melissa Wickins 

A personalised tour of the Australian Curriculum: Languages, Assessment 

expectations and support resources for DECYP teachers. 

Target Audience: All year levels 

 

 



Melissa Wickins   
East Side Lutheran College/New Town Primary School 

Presenter Biography 

Melissa Wickins is a dedicated and passionate Languages educator with extensive 

experience in classroom teaching, curriculum leadership, and educational policy at both 

state and national levels. Within the Department for Education, Children and Young People 

(DECYP), she worked in the Curriculum, Teaching and Learning team, supporting the 

Languages learning area through the development of curriculum resources, professional 

learning, and strategic advocacy. 

She has also served as Curriculum Lead for Languages in the senior secondary sector, 

providing leadership in curriculum design, implementation, and assessment. Nationally, she 

worked with the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) as a 

Curriculum Specialist for Languages, contributing to curriculum review processes and the 

development of annotated work samples to support consistent understandings of 

assessment across Australia. 

An experienced Japanese language teacher, Melissa currently teaches at Eastside Lutheran 

College and New Town Primary School. She has also demonstrated a longstanding 

commitment to the Languages community through her leadership of the Languages 

Teachers Association of Tasmania (LTAT), serving two terms as President. 

Session Overview 
Join Alison von Dietze and Melissa Wickins for a personalised tour of the Australian 

Curriculum: Languages, tailored to your focus language and individual questions. Explore 

how the curriculum is organised, how to use its content to inform teaching and learning, 

and the range of resources available to support curriculum planning and delivery. 

The Australian Curriculum provides a nationally agreed framework for learning; 

jurisdictions are responsible for implementation and assessment. This session will unpack 

assessment expectations within DECYP and highlight practical resources available to 

support effective curriculum implementation. 

Designed as an informal and interactive session, this workshop aims to build your 

confidence in navigating the curriculum and support you to translate curriculum 

requirements into meaningful classroom practice. 

 

 



Hingor Chung - President Chinese Community Association of Tasmania 

Workshops: Session 1: Fair Dinkum Games  

            Session 2: Stand up, Shake up: Why advocating for Languages is a step in              

the right direction for our shared future. 

Presenter Biography 
Hingor Chung has taught Chinese, Japanese, and Indonesian in Tasmania since 1982. A 

multilingual educator and community leader, her classes are known for interactive games 

that build strong listening and speaking skills. She works across education and heritage 

sectors to support language learning and strengthen Tasmania’s cultural future. 

Session Overviews 
Fair Dinkum Games 

This session energises language classrooms with simple, lively activities that build 

confidence, connection, teamwork, negotiation, listening skills, and strong engagement. The 

games strengthen social capability, support positive interaction, and create an enjoyable 

environment for learning languages together. This session shows how to build classroom 

habits and resources around game-based approaches that are part competitive and part 

collaborative, helping teachers embed simple, repeatable activities that energise learning 

and strengthen classroom interaction. 

 Stand Up, Shake Up: Why advocating for Languages is a step in the right direction for 

our shared future. 

This session highlights languages as cognitive, emotional, and communicative assets that 

support confidence, wellbeing, identity growth, and future opportunity. It recognises the 

pain of loneliness, the hope offered by cultural connection, and the agency young people 

gain when they learn to read the world with clarity. In Tasmania, where literacy gaps 

persist and social cohesion is increasingly fragile, language learning offers a practical and 

powerful response. It deepens young people’s ability to interpret people, places, and 

histories with nuance, grounding them in one another’s narratives and the shared stories 

that give them a sense of belonging. 

Target Audience: All year levels 

 

 

 

 

 



Crystal Coleman-Cox - Riverside High School 

Workshop: Popular Culture and Developing a Second Language Self 

Presenter Biography 
Beginning her teaching journey in 2022, Crystal Coleman-Cox is a young teacher wishing to 

bring fresh perspectives to the language education space. Having taught both Japanese and 

Chinese and currently teaching Japanese at Riverside High School, Crystal has a keen 

interest in integrating youth and popular culture into the classroom and developing interest 

and retention in language learning through media, fashion, sport, memes and internet 

spaces.  

Session Overview 
Linguistic researcher Zoltan Dornyei introduces the idea of a second language self. 

According to his research, the ultimate driver for retention and motivation in language 

learning is the development of a second language self. In this presentation, I pose the idea of 

using popular culture and media as a gateway and driver for developing a second language 

self. I argue that in contexts where natural exposure to culture associated with a language 

may be missing, teachers can leverage media, internet culture, and natural interests to help 

students form their second language self and increase motivation. The presentation will 

include ideas for classroom activities, ideas on how to build on student interest, and an 

opportunity to brainstorm and plan ways to integrate popular culture in the classroom. 

Target Audience: Secondary, Senior Secondary 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Jacaleen Cruse - Tasmanian eSchool 

 
Workshop: AI in the Languages Program 

Presenter Biography 
Jacaleen Cruse is a passionate educator with over 20 years’ teaching experience and 

currently works with the Tasmanian eSchool at the Northern campus. As Digital 

Technologies and Online Pedagogical Support Leader, she mentors new and experienced 

primary, secondary and TASC teachers to confidently integrate technology into their 

practice to enhance student learning. Awarded the 2025 TASITE Digital Technologies 

Secondary Teacher of the Year, Jacaleen is committed to supporting language teachers to 

make the most of emerging tools, including AI. She is particularly interested in exploring 

cross-curricular learning opportunities that combine digital technologies skills with 

projects demonstrating students’ language learning. Jacaleen is currently part of an 

Australia and New Zealand Community of Practice exploring the role of AI in education. 

Session Overview 

As a Language Teacher how much time do you spend creating differentiated language 

resources, writing feedback, and planning your next unit? Discover how AI can help save 

you time and energy. Designed for Primary, Secondary and Senior Secondary Language 

Teachers, whether you are a beginner or already have experience with AI, this session is for 

you. Exploring lesson planning, resource creation, differentiation and feedback, participants 

will discover how AI can be used to create engaging language-learning content. Drawing on 

real classroom examples, participants will leave with practical ideas for integrating AI into 

their teaching practice. 

 

Target Audience: All Languages, all year levels 

 

 



Sophie Gibson - President of TAFT, Teacher at Fahan School and Bellerive 

Primary School 

Workshop: Enhancing French Learning through Non-Threatening Pair Speaking 

Activities  

Presenter Biography  
Sophie Gibson is the President of the Tasmanian Association of French Teachers (TAFT) and 

has taught French for the past ten years across primary, secondary, and senior-secondary 

settings in Tasmania. She is passionate about building confidence and motivation in young 

language learners and is committed to fostering a lifelong enjoyment of the French language 

from an early age.  

Session Overview  
This interactive workshop showcases practical, low-pressure pair-speaking activities 

designed to reduce student anxiety, maximise speaking opportunities, and build confidence 

through gamification and structured practice. 

Participants will experience each activity firsthand before leaving with a collection of 

classroom-ready resources that can be implemented immediately across a range of 

proficiency levels. 

Target Audience: Upper primary, secondary, and senior secondary teachers 

 

Ali Jones - St Helens District High School and Bicheno Primary School 

Workshop: Connection At the Core 

Presenter Biography 

Educator for 18 years on the NE coast of Tasmania. Currently teaching as a specialist 

Indonesian teacher with over 400 students from Kinder to Grade 6 at St Helens and 

Bicheno.  Participant in BRIDGE program with partner school in Lombok. Collaborated in 

the writing of Achievement Standards Guides for primary Indonesian.  Recipient of DECYP 

Bright Futures Primary teaching award. 

Session Overview 
Considering ‘connections’ in language teaching pedagogy.  How to make authentic 

connections with high numbers of students when you see them once a week.  Do the 

students have opportunities to connect learning to the real world and to see purpose in 

language learning?  Making intercultural connections through the BRIDGE program. Work 

smarter not harder with high numbers and build meaningful connections with your 

students. 

Target Audience: All year levels 



Lucy Li - University of Tasmania/HASS 

Workshop: Can Teaching Improve Pragmatic Competence? Explicit Instruction in 

Chinese Requests 

Presenter Biography 
Dr Wei Li is a Lecturer in Chinese at the University of Tasmania. She holds a PhD in 

Linguistics and Chinese Studies. Her research interests include pragmatics, interlanguage 

and intercultural pragmatics, foreign language pedagogy in Chinese and English, 

intercultural communication, and technology-enhanced language learning. She is the author 

of Pragmatic Transfer and Development: Evidence from EFL Learners in China (John 

Benjamins, 2018) and has published in leading journals such as Pragmatics and the Journal 

of Politeness Research. 

Session Overview 
This study presents findings of a pilot investigation examining the effects of explicit 

instruction on the development of pragmatic competence in requests among Australian 

learners of Chinese as a foreign language (CFL) over the course of a semester. Using a pre-

test, instruction, post-test, and delayed posttest design, data were collected from 23 

intermediate-level Australian CFL learners, including 13 in the treatment group and 10 in 

the control group. Eight commonly used formulaic expressions for making requests in 

Chinese were selected for instruction. Learners in the treatment group received a total of 

eight hours of instruction on the use of these formulaic expressions during regular class 

time between Week 2 and Week 11, with 40 to 50 minutes of instruction per week.    

The main data collection instrument was a six-item oral discourse completion task (DCT). 

Retrospective written reports and classroom observations were also used to complement 

the DCT data. The pre-test was conducted in Week 2, the post-test in Week 12, and the 

delayed post-test in Week 16. Both quantitative and qualitative methods were employed to 

analyse the data.     

Results indicated that learners in the treatment group made significant gains in their use of 

requestive formulas, whereas no such improvement was observed in the control group. This 

study highlights the importance of integrating pragmatics into CFL teaching and confirms 

the effectiveness of explicit instruction in facilitating L2 pragmatic development. In addition 

to contributing additional insights to instructional research in interlanguage pragmatics, the 

study has significant implications for the teaching of Chinese as a foreign or second 

language, as well as for foreign and second language pedagogy more broadly. It also offers 

valuable guidance for language educators across diverse educational contexts.  

  



Target Audience: Secondary, Senior Secondary 

 

 

Jillian Lynch and Ans van Heijster  

Taroona High School, Bellerive Primary School 

Workshop: A Symphony of Ideas for the French Teacher.  

Presenter Biographies  

Jillian Lynch has been teaching French in high schools for over 30 years, a career 

shaped by a lifelong love of the language and the cultures it connects. Growing up on 

the North-West Coast, she first encountered French in high school and developed a 

passion that would stay with her.  

After completing her teaching degree, Jillian spent a year in France as an assistante 

d’anglais in a collège in the west of the country. Living and working there deepened 

her appreciation for everyday French life and strengthened her connection to the 

language she loves to teach. 

Back in Australia, Jillian has brought that passion into her classroom ever since, 

aiming to inspire the same curiosity and enjoyment in her students. More recently, 

she has extended those experiences beyond the classroom by leading school trips to 

New Caledonia, giving students the chance to engage with French language and 

culture firsthand.   

Ans was born in the Netherlands where she started learning French at age 10 and 

German and English at age 12. Upon immigration to Australia (Tasmania) she 

undertook the study of Italian at UTAS. Ans has been teaching in Tasmania since 

1981. She has experience in teaching languages from prep to grade 12 as well as 

Adult Education. From 2002 to 2007 she was a Lecturer at UTAS teaching future 

languages teachers. Her languages are Dutch, German, French and Italian. Over the 

years she has shared her teaching ideas and activities, pedagogical approaches and 

enthusiasm at many workshops and conferences, both in Tasmania and interstate.  

Ans is a southern delegate to LTAT State Council, former Coordinator of the German 

Teachers’ Network in Tasmania and current vice-president of the Alliance Française 

in Hobart. She has been President of the MLTAT (now LTAT) twice. In 2006 she was 

the recipient of an Endeavour Fellowship to France and the Goethe Institute 

awarded her a scholarship to study in Germany (January 2008) and to attend the 

International Conference of Teachers of German in Bozen (German speaking part in 

Italy, July 2013). She currently teaches French at Bellerive Primary School (prep to 

This session is available on-demand 

through this link 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S

mWmzcJvY-

csyGlCrpYrBQwZ8LM7opOa/view?u

sp=drive_link 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SmWmzcJvY-csyGlCrpYrBQwZ8LM7opOa/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SmWmzcJvY-csyGlCrpYrBQwZ8LM7opOa/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SmWmzcJvY-csyGlCrpYrBQwZ8LM7opOa/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SmWmzcJvY-csyGlCrpYrBQwZ8LM7opOa/view?usp=drive_link


6) and German privately.  

 

 

Session Overview  

Jillian and Ans will present this workshop on behalf of the Alliance Française.   

  

Drawing on many years’ experience of teaching French they will offer ideas and 

activities suitable for grades 1/2 through to 9/10 and 11/12. An important driver of 

Jillian’s and Ans’s teaching is motivating students to continue to learn another 

language. All resources will be made available to be taken away. It is the wish of the 

presenters that participants will fully participate in the activities offered, including 

practicing circus skills. There may even be a song and/or poem to be sung or 

recited.  

Target Audience: Early Years, Primary, Secondary, Senior Secondary. 

 

  



Yoko Matsuoka and Asuka Kido - The Japan Foundation, Sydney 

Workshop: What constitutes effective collaboration between teachers and teaching 

assistants? 

Presenter Biographies 

Yoko Matsuoka recently started working as a Senior Language Consultant at the 

Japan Foundation, Sydney since April 2026. She is originally from Yokohama. Until 

March 2026, for the last 24 years she worked at the Centre for International 

Education at Iwate University, where she taught Japanese to international students 

and ran a Japanese language teacher training program for undergraduates. 

 

Asuka Kido is a Japanese Language Consultant with the Japan Foundation, Sydney 

assigned to work in Tasmanian schools from 2026 to 2027. She currently supports 

teachers in K-12 Japanese classes across Tasmania. Originally from Kobe, she has 

spent time teaching Japanese to high school students with an international 

background. 

Session Overview 

While the presence of teaching assistants in Japanese language classes is expected to 

lead to better lessons, the question remains: how should the lead teacher and the 

teaching assistant work together to achieve this?  

In this session, we will present specific case studies illustrating the roles and 

effectiveness of teaching assistants in the classroom. We will also discuss 

approaches to building relationships between lead teachers and teaching assistants, 

and examine the methods and factors involved from a theoretical perspective. Time 

will be set aside for participants to discuss case studies among themselves, 

exchanging ideas that can be incorporated into their own teaching practices. 

Target Audience: All year levels 

  



Junko Nichols - Monash Japanese Language Education Hub 

Workshop: Kobanashi in Action: Reviving Traditional Storytelling in the Japanese 

Language Classroom 

Presenter Biography 
Junko Nichols is the director of Monash Japanese Language Education Hub, supporting 

teachers in Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania. She has been involved in language 

teaching and language teacher training in a variety of educational settings, spanning pre-

primary, primary, secondary and tertiary levels, using a range of methodologies and 

approaches.  

Session Overview 
This presentation shows how kobanashi—short, humorous traditional Japanese stories—

can engage students in Japanese language learning. Drawing on a Year 6 classroom 

experience, it demonstrates how kobanashi add cultural depth, linguistic variety, and joyful 

interaction to lessons. 

 

Rooted in the rakugo tradition, kobanashi blends humor and storytelling that appeal to 

learners of all ages. Participants will be introduced to kobanashi and their use as a teaching 

tool, including how stories were selected and adapted for primary students with a focus on 

accessibility and cultural relevance. 

 

Ideal for teachers seeking fresh, culturally grounded ideas. This session offers practical 

strategies, adaptable materials, and inspiration to incorporate kobanashi into language 

programs. 

 

Target Audience: Early Years, Primary, Secondary 

Annie Reynolds and Daisy Allan - Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre 

Workshop: palawa kani, the language of Tasmanian Aborigines 

Presenter Biographies 
Annie Reynolds is coordinator of the palawa kani language Program since 1990s.  Annie has 

30 years involvement in Language Program and other TAC research, history, heritage and 

training programs. 

 

Daisy Allan is a senior palawa kani Language worker of 11 years.  Daisy teaches to 

Aboriginal Community members of all ages, trains Language Workers, and performs public 

advocacy for palawa kani. Daisy is Tasmanian Aboriginal rep on Close the Gap National 

Language Policy Partnership.  



Session Overview 
A friendly exploration of the principles of Aboriginal community control and intellectual 

property and how to avoid unintended cultural appropriation and extraction.  

This session will include palawa kani language available for use.  

Educators will engage with some basic palawa kani that can be used with students in a 

classroom setting. 

  
Target Audience: All year levels 

 

Andrea Simmelbauer – Goethe Institut Australien 

Workshop: Mit Musik geht alles besser - Music in the German classroom 

Presenter Biography 
I have taught German as a foreign language teacher since 1997, first in the UK, then in Italy 

and for the last eight years in Australia. I joined the Goethe-Institut in 2011. Before that, I 

taught in public schools. I am also a certified Goethe-examiner and work in the educational 

services office at the Goethe-Institut in Sydney. 

Session Overview 
This workshop looks at how music can be used creatively and effectively in the German 

classroom. Participants will explore how songs support language learning, help build 

vocabulary, and make grammar more memorable. The session wants to highlight how 

music can encourage intercultural understanding and increase learner motivation. Practical, 

age-appropriate ideas for both primary and secondary (7-12) classrooms will be shared, 

along with examples of how digital tools such as Suno can be used to create engaging, 

music-based learning activities. 

Target Audience: Primary, Secondary (7-12) 

  



Kathryn Tominaga - St Mary MacKillop Primary School, Birkdale, Qld 

Workshop: The secret to student engagement? A little mystery! 

Presenter Biography 

Kathryn has been teaching Japanese for 20 years in secondary and primary schools 

and currently teaches at three primary schools in Queensland. Passionate about 

making languages accessible, meaningful, and joyful for all learners, Kathryn uses a 

comprehension-based communicative approach, providing rich, engaging input that 

allows students to understand and use Japanese with confidence from the very 

beginning. Her practice centres on personalising the curriculum, storytelling, 

student interaction, and imaginative tasks that maximise engagement while keeping 

language simple and comprehensible. Kathryn is particularly interested in making 

structured, high-repetition activities feel fresh and motivating for young learners. 

She enjoys connecting with other educators to share ideas and build a supportive 

community around effective, research-informed language teaching. 

Session Overview 

This workshop explores how building strong relationships through curiosity 

and connection supports language acquisition. Walk away with practical 

ideas, adaptable activities, and the confidence to use this engaging routine 

to boost student belonging and maximise meaningful language input. 

Target Audience: Primary, Secondary 

Session to be live streamed. 

  



Christine Wittlinger - Learning Leader Languages, The Friends' School, 

Hobart 

Workshop: Transforming Language Classrooms: Building Thinking Classrooms in 

Languages 

 

Presenter Biography 

Christine is an experienced educator with 26 years of secondary teaching 

experience in both Germany and Australia. Specializing in German, English, and 

Humanities, she currently serves as a Learning Leader in Hobart, bringing a wealth 

of cross-cultural expertise and pedagogical insight to modern classroom practice. 

Session Overview 

How do we get students to actively process, create, and communicate in the target 

language rather than passively copying notes or waiting to be told the answers? 

Based on Dr. Peter Liljedahl’s groundbreaking research, Building Thinking 

Classrooms (BTC) has revolutionized STEM education—and its practices are just as 

transformative for second language acquisition. When students stand up, work in 

visibly random groups, and solve communicative challenges on vertical surfaces, 

target language engagement skyrockets. 

 

In this hands-on, highly practical workshop, language educators will explore how to 

adapt BTC practices specifically for proficiency-based language teaching. You will 

experience a "thinking language classroom" as a student, analyse target-language 

task design, and leave with ready-to-use strategies for your next class. 

 

Stop telling, start engaging! Learn how to transform your language classroom into 

an active, collaborative space where every student thinks, talks, and processes in the 

target language from minute one. 

 

Target Audience: All year levels, All languages  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Poster Session 

 

 

 
Chinese 
Hingor Chung - Stories - a fun way to develop classroom dialogue 
 
French 
Ans van Heijster - Ours brun, ours brun, dis-moi ce que tu vois. 
 
German 
Jan Seiler – Der Hundetraum  
Nora Jackson – Exploring multimedia/multilingual texts (also suitable for all 
languages) 
 
Indonesian 
Ali Jones – Ini Fenty 
 
Japanese 
Junko Nicholls – Apron Theatre Story Telling 
Yoko Matsuoka and Asuka Kido - Texts from The Japan Foundation  
Melissa Wickins – Daruma 
Alison Lowe – Texts for Secondary 
 
palawa kani 
Annie Reynolds and Daisy Allan - palawa kani texts 
 
General  
Anita Wood – Using Canvas Studio as a Text Tool  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Thank You 

谢谢- Merci – Danke – Terima kasih – ありがとう 

 

The Language Teachers Association of Tasmania Inc would like to thank all our 

presenters and attendees.  You’ve all travelled far and near to make this happen. We 

could not have done this without you all! 

Thank you to the LTAT committee – Kahlia Hodge, Vicki Brumby, Dylan Keegan, 

Nora Jackson, Andy Bown, Kelsey Cooper, Ans van Heijster, Melissa Wickins, Suzette 

Holmes, Scott Ambrose and Anita Wood. 

Thank you to Intext Book Company/ Language International Bookshop for our lucky 

door prizes. 

Thank you to Damian Von Samorzewski for representing the Australian Education 

Union and Independent Education Union. 

Thank you to our design team: Lachie Wood – cards, Seth van Heijster – logo. 

Thank you to Launceston Conference Center for hosting us today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming session for conference participants 

Enhance your language lessons with ELLA 

 Amanda Macdonald from Education Services Australia 

Due to current restrictions on government travel, Amanda MacDonald is unable to join us 

face to face today. However, an online session will be held in Term 4 on Thursday 29 

October at 3.30pm.  If you have not already done so, please indicate your interest in 

attending by emailing our secretary Vicki Brumby, vixby0354@gmail.com before end of 

Term, 3 October 2026 

Presenter Biography 
Amanda Macdonald is the Early Learning Specialist at Education Services Australia. Amanda 

delivers professional learning and supports educators to engage with language experiences 

and digital technology. She develops resources and materials to support teachers and 

engage children with language experiences in line with the Early Years Learning 

Framework (EYLF) and Australian Curriculum (AC).  With an M.Ed. in Special Education and 

more than 20 years’ experience teaching in the early years, Amanda builds positive 

reciprocal relationships with ELLA educators. She focuses on meeting the individual needs 

of students and teachers as they engage with ESA managed programs and resources. 

Session Overview 
You already understand the power of engaging students early in additional language 

learning. This session will explore how purpose-built digital resources can amplify your 

impact. The ELLA apps, aligned with the Australian Curriculum, offer language teachers a 

fun, interactive approach, to enhance your language lessons. 

We will examine the findings of the recent Australian Government-funded ELLA F–2 schools 

trial, showcasing the effectiveness of these resources in the early years of school. 

Participants will consider the key language presented in the 11 ELLA apps and discuss 

innovative ways to bring language learning to life. Tablet devices will be provided to allow 

you to explore the ELLA apps, collaborate and share insights on integrating quality digital 

play to complement existing practices and boost learning outcomes.  

Teacher case studies from the trial will illustrate successful ELLA integration in a range of 

classroom settings. Strategies for personalised learning and supporting all learners, 

including those with additional needs, will be discussed.  

Join us to discover how ELLA can seamlessly enhance your language program and ignite 

students' passion for languages. 

 

Target Audience: Early Years Teachers, Primary 

mailto:vixby0354@gmail.com
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